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I have the honor to soknaledsze the recot 


Department's inetruetion of « 1040, file 605.114/ 
Nurcotios, englosimg A photostatio oopy of an item whieh 


__anreered In the sucust 4.9, 1940 edition of the Ghristian 


eq ——_  - - - 
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uiviice Konitor, eonoeming the cultivation of the 


Oj; ium poppy in North thins. The Departaent destres 
to receive frua this offiea . ay information on this 
subjeat “l.ioh may become ovailable fran time tot 

in 49 much en, under inntructiony from the 
the pereotic situstion in the wmrioun eamub re ie tri ote 
ie denlt with beiefly in the mthiy . 9litic 
prelered by conmul) r officen in Think and 
the meogerness of the information «veiloutfle loowlly un 
the subject, this office has not rece ly submitted any 
se,orete re orte in the »runises but hae merely included 
such data ca has come to ite ett@htion in ite vonthliy 

*Litionl teports (copies of »pioh orm reyulurly taut to 
the Department). 

The infornution whioi/hus beoume « valluble to the 
vonsulete, however, andAmioh hae been ineluded in its 
Fonthily i olitioe] ‘eySrte during the ourrent your, tends 
in yeneral to eubepintinte the statements made in the 
article published by the Zbription Sghenee Monitor. yor 
convenient reference, the pertinent seetiona of the re- 


porte in us tion are uoted below: 


ide from the *fuce-suving’ feature of the _ 
ture,/the *,rovineisl Jovernment's’ order, issued 
Mor@i, prohibiting the ouiltivation of the opium poppy 
is apparently desigied merely to Mmollitnte the e0- 
tion of *opium cultivation taxes’ on land wed for ygrow- 
ng poppies by providing the tax solleetors with the 
necessery legal weapon with whieh to @force their de- 
mands, The order does not abolish the ‘opium qultive- 
tion tax’ of loeal #468 per uore, nor does it uffect the 
importation, sale and use of opium under « license- 


texation systen.” . : 4G se 


Monthly Jolitionl Report for April 1940: 
“The .wasi-official yeeee reeently ourried an 
article from whieh the following ise extracted: 
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*.o © reoult of investinntion it hew been 

found by the . crovinglul Governsent thuit in spite 

tf repested inutriotions pramhibiting the cultive- 
tion of opium poppies the tren under qultivetion has 
sotuelly inerenved over thut of lust your. Por the 
fundanentel eu); reesion of opium cultivation new 
remulations soverning the procedure for such aup- 
pression have been drufted and of raulated maong the 
verious Magietroten.... It ie to be understood 
that the sotion tuken fe not on attempt at the ruia- 
ing of funds or the increave of tax e2lleetion but 
® messure for the extirpation of the Opium evil.’ 


The lest sentence juoted above reminds one of the 
proverbial amall boy's denial of having etolen the 
plums before being socused therwor. 


“Foreign travellers report that the oultivn- 
tion of opium peppies is confined very largely to 
J h 


Monthy /odition, tevert for May 1940: 

“Latest reporte indiente that the only flourishing 
pe P- the district is the opium poppy. An sneriosn 
res 


ent in Teining, ‘ihuntung, reports: 


*Only one erop ie in good Shape, and that is 
the pliant for opium. I have never seen so 
much of it in #1] my yeurs in Chins put toyether 
a8 We see this Pe Vur ahty ie ourrounded with 
it, even to inside the « walls. 
the country, wherever one turns, ane sees the fields 
im full bloom. It fe wll irrigated and hag’t suf- 
fered fran the drought.’ , 


From Weihsion, on the Talngtao-Teinan Nell we 
following report from an anerionn 
*z y is be extensively qul- 


eet I have seen that with my om eyes.' 


papper Jovernor has 
the ocultivstion of opium, but 
it goes without sa » sucH- 


are partial to 
officials ise obvious 
the number of enokers ig tobacco’ now holding 


publi office. 


"It is further reported that new measures enoouruging 
the eultivation of the opium agp + Alene preva dine fur the 
% of taxes in connection have been devised 
the Hein Min liul and that they will be curried into 
effect in the near future.” 
hon th ly 
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Monthly gditiows jeport fe Jww A De): 


"The following is frve tronel:i tion of an « rticle 
whieh eppeored in the June 20th edition of the juasie 
offiotiul SoM PON LN ov Os 


*For the externainution of the opium poppy in 
the verioue district, stern re ulsetionos ly ve 
prescribed end pratleuted to the oeonle through 
the anvletr.ten, MTicinle hive aleo been di 
petehed to the vi sigur districtr to ounduct »e 
sonol inverticgntione «nd report in .soverati 
vith the maiotriter, Jn June Zimd 4 meeti of 
the investig.torn was held «et the . rovinelay Jovern- 
ment Head usrters, at \...ch they re, orted giat neide 
fram the poppies festroyod, thare reminigy were 
withered frum drought. Neing poor furare, the 
growers were not in « ponition to revlige the pep- 
plese under cultivation vith other « and were 
not delibernte in infringing the r ticns. ‘meh 
being the case, the growers of opivwy poppies volun- 
tarily reported their illegal pura 
the authorities to reduce the ; 
thet their alsdemeaner “ruld not 
yeur. In the light of the aboye situ:tion and as 
& reeult of disqussions with oarties eaneermed, 
it wee believed that if a of 3500 to 00 per 

were to be imposed in aegorinnee with the P yg 
soribed resulations, it be exceedingly di f- 
fieult for the people to yr the bumien, CGonse- 
juently, « reduction of Ue fines was reosmended, 


tioned cirowetunces Jovernor 
that & fine of }100 be in- 
f opium poppies for each of 
had not been destroyed. 
fieinls would be patehed aguin to eanduct « seomd 
investigation. enee Opium poppies secretly eul- 
tivated and not rted to the cuthorities were dis- 


riately. proepesal 
tien] Coumeil and will be 
If growers of 
es are discovered next your they will be 
accordance with the 260th article of the 


fele 260 of te Criminal Cede provides for 
dep a of eivil righte os punielewnt for certain 
Be 


is reduction of ‘fines’ for the cultivation of the 
y fram loenl #600 to $900 per @oal $1 


to F ines would seem to be an on 
ere/of the plant. It ie not believed that 


ly to be made by the Jup 
rnment’ next Fr or at any time du ite 
It is signifi that, to 
observers, the ia not extensively crem cute 
the Japunese-controlled areus of this @aneular district.” 
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“» loeal foreiqg busines aun entimetes the volume 
of opium sales in Teimn at YX) @ million mamthly. This 
é is being consumed Bipot middle «nd upper elasses, 
as it is priced beyond meam of the aversge eoolie 
(or laborer). But even the letter my have his om 
mereotic thrills 44¢-eucshtheg.beal, since he is able to 
obtain at prices within his means heroin end other drugs, 
om the sale of whieh the livelihood of hundreds of Jap a- 
ese and Korean residents of thie ity is wholly or par- 
tielly dependent.” 


Mon ‘9 #10 or i 3 


“The follwing infomation end camment cn the opium 
situstion in thantume wes obtained fran « reliable source:} 


amount of opium taxes exllected by Tainan 
euthorities during the period Junwry 1 
tt? Roveuber 30, 1840 wccccccccccccecccece FH* $262 , 057.27 


Number of shops selling raw opium in 
Tainan and elu*vhere in shontung, exelud- 
ing Ta ingtao end Chef .cccccccccccccess 


Number of shops selling opium paste in 
Taincn end elsewhere in dhantun:, exolud- 
ing ‘Te ingteo and cthefw eeeeeeeeeeeeeesee 


wantity of raw opium im aorted +t Tainan 
fram .eiving during first Li months of 
1940, expressed in shih vunces"”.,.....++ 


wuentity of raw opiun imported at Tainan 
from Tientsin during first 11 months of 
1040, expressed in shih QUun0es ...+.-s00e 


Quantity of rew opium in; orted ot Ts inan 
fram the warious districts in ihantung 

during first 11 months of 1940, expressed 
in shib ounces eeeeeeeee ee eee eee eee eeee ee 


Surrent price paid for rew opium inyported 
from .eiping or Tientsein per shih ounce,, 


Current price peid for raw opium inported 
frm various districts in heantung per 
gbib wunce eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeee mB 20.00 


*Yeders] ieverve junk $1.90 @eyusle V. 5. 0.0777. 
**1 Shih sunce eyucls 1.102 mmoes svolrdupois. 


"*Govwernor® Tong's o7ium-su)preveion policy, in 
whieh he is exnid to be sinowre, hee prowed a failure. 
Die cansoliduted Tax Hurecu here his been Ineatructed 
by the "OS dum luppreresion "uresu’ in  eiping (o dbrenah 
of which will be established in Tainan on Janucry 1, 
1941) to iavue decrees permitting the people to plint 
Spium free frm interference. Out of consideration for 
the ‘Joves.or'a® "fave, chess degrees were not issued 
T. Sone li tetel Fee Wiser Sednen Ay 


thie: An 
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in s¢ much es his s0-oalled oplum-suppression policy 
decked the epprowel of the Japnese end come ventily 
never “ot beyont the talking # tage. 


“Now that the ‘North Chine Upium ..ssoei.tion’ has 
been esteblished in /@ipin,:, sll the shops sell opium 
in Teinan «re to be reorgunixed and ineorporated into 
thet .sevciction (or momepoly). The loesal shops ere 
to contribute FRB j1,100,000 as eapital investment in 
the Assevointion, of which FR $560,000 has already been 
renitted.” 


——_ 


Information on the narevtic situation 
beoae available to thiae o the future will form 


Separate despatehes to the Dep rtment. 


tespeotfully yours, 


Carl 0. Nawthome 
rmmarican Tice Consul. 


611.4 
OW: Kcc/kee 


Original end 4 copies to Departuent, 
Copies to Embassiew, i eipiny end Shuneking. 
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